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Objectives:  This week you will:
· research and record background information and important facts about Iraq using prescribed websites
· explore a map of Iraq
· show knowledge of the area, fill in a blank outline map of Iraq, labeling significant places and geographical features 
· investigate the differences and similarities of one area of daily life in Iraq and present information to the class via Powerpoint
Standards: 
Standard 1: Culture: Human beings create, learn, share, and adapt to culture.  Cultures are dynamic and change over time.  Through experience, observation, and reflection, students will identify elements of culture as well as similarities and differences among cultural groups across time and place.
Standard 3: People, Places, and Environments: The study of people, places, and environments enables us to understand the relationship between human populations and the physical world.
Standard 10: Civic Ideals and Practices: An understanding of civic ideals and practices is critical to full participation in society and is an essential component of education for citizenship, which is the central purpose of social studies.  http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands 

GLEs: 
· MUW3b.A.6.3 Examine river civilizations including: Mesopotamia (beginnings of civilization)
· GS5.A.5.a.  Use geographic research sources to acquire information and answer questions
· 	GS5.C.5.b.  Identify human characteristics, such as people’s education, language, diversity, economies, religions, settlement patterns, ethnic background and political system
· 	IN7.A.5  Select, investigate, and present a topic using primary and secondary resources, such as oral interviews, artifacts, journals, documents, photos and letters
· IN7.D.5 Use technological tools for research and presentation

Overview: 
This lesson will ask students to focus on the people of Iraq. Students will explore Iraq's rich cultural history and read online articles or print publications about daily life in Iraq. This lesson will ask students to examine the similarities and differences between the people of Iraq and themselves.  Students will practice basic map skills by examining a map of Iraq, looking for particular features: rivers, lakes, cities, marshes, etc. They will fill in and label their own blank outline map.  Finally, in small groups, they will study further one aspect of daily life in Iraq and create presentations for the rest of the class. 

Rationale:
Students have heard about Operation Iraqi Freedom all of their lives since they were born in after 1991. They don’t remember a time when we were not in war in the Middle East.  Today there is a lot mentioned in the media regarding the Middle East and students may have a difficult time relating to the area.  This lesson exposes them to some of the culture and features of that geographic area and its people and shows some of the ways that they are similar and different.

Anticipatory Set/Scaffolding: 
· Ask students what first comes to mind when they think of the Middle East region. Are there specific countries that they know more about than others? Write their responses on the board or on a large sheet of paper. Where do they think these ideas came from? Have they traveled to the Middle East? Do they know anyone from there or has been there? 

Materials:
· Computer with Internet access 
· Globe or wall map of the world 
· Outline maps, one for each student 
· Writing and drawing materials 
· Virtual field trip worksheet
· Powerpoint guidelines

 Modeling:
· Using a wall map of the world or a globe, make sure students know where the Middle East is located. 
· Show Iraq video. http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/iraq/ 

	Guided Practice:
· Have students list what they Know about the region and What they would like to learn.
· Next, using the maps at World Atlas.com, introduce students to the Middle East region.  Students will record as many facts as possible in 5 minutes on their blank map--country names,  capital (and other major) cities,  bodies of water: the Tigris, Euphrates, Nile, and Jordan rivers; the Persian Gulf, Gulf of Aden, Red Sea, Mediterranean Sea .  This website has any possible map related to any location!
· Ask them to write down anything they learned from the maps on their KWL chart that surprised them.  
· Open virtual tour worksheet and show students how to use it

	Independent Practice/Assessments:
· Inquiry: In pairs students will complete their virtual field trip, following the appropriate links.  This will probably take 2 class periods.  
· Cooperative learning: The class will be divided into 6 groups and will research their assigned topic.  They will make at least 5 slides to be combined into a class Powerpoint showing similarities and differences between Iraq and America.  Each group will present their own slides.  Guidelines are listed in the scoring guide.

Closure: 
Discuss as a class what students felt were the most surprising things they learned about the Middle East region, and about Iraq in particular. What would they like to know more about? 

Extensions: 
· New concept: Have students bring in newspapers and/or news magazines and ask students to look for further coverage of Iraq and the Middle East on television or on the Internet. If possible, bring in press from around the world. What is most of the coverage about? Can students find any information about daily life in Iraq? Are there any human interest stories that are not about war or conflict?  They will think critically about what the media delivers, why it focuses so heavily on war coverage, and how this may contribute to skewed views of Iraq and its people.
· Invite a soldier or peacekeeper who has served in the region to share with the class about the people, culture, and geography from a first-person perspective.
· A fun activity at http://www.funtrivia.com/en/subtopics/Middle-East-30600.html 
· This video was created before the War and is interesting to see 7 yrs later
http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/iraq/index.html 

Differentiated Instruction/diversity modifications: Using the Internet accommodates most learning styles.  Since students are in groups, they can help each other—one may write, the other read.  I walk around during instruction and practice and am available for questions or help.  ELL or low level students may just observe if absolutely necessary but will be encouraged to copy and participate as much as possible, even if it’s drawing.  The worksheet and Powerpoint are easily adaptable.  I will make sure they are included somehow.  

Resources:
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/01/g912/iraqdaily.html  and all links incorporated in lesson
