UNIT THEME: SWEET CLARA and THE FREEDOM QUILT/SLAVER
GRADES: 3-4
STANDARDS:
· Subject: Language Arts
Grade(s): 4
Standard: R.1.I.c. – Text to world (text ideas and the world by demonstrating an awareness that literature reflects a culture and historic time frame)
· Standard: RI.4.1. – Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
Standard: RI.4.2. – Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.
· Standard: RL.4.2. – Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.
Standard: RI.4.3. – Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
Standard: RL.4.3. – Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions)
· Standard: RI.4.4. – Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
· Standard: RI.4.8. – Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.
· Standard: R.2.C.f. – Identify setting, character traits, problems and solutions, and story events
Standard: W.4.8. – Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.
Standard: W.4.9(a) – Apply grade 4 reading standards to literature (e.g., ''Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions].'').
Standard: W.4.9(b) – Apply grade 4 reading standards to informational texts (e.g., ''Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text'').
· Standard: LS.1.B. – Listening Behavior: Demonstrate listening behaviors (e.g., prepares to listen, listens without interruptions, maintains eye contact) (CA 5, 6 1.5; FR I 2h, IV 1d, K-4)
Standard: LS.2.A.b. – Identify and apply appropriate speaking techniques such as volume control, pace and eye contact.
· Subject: Social Studies
Grade(s): 4, 4
Standard: TS.7.A(1).a. – Identify, select and use visual, graphic and auditory aids (DOK 1; SS7 1.5, 1.10)
Standard: EG.5.A.a. – Construct and interpret maps (DOK 2; SS5 1.6, 1.8)
Standard: TS.7.B.a. – Create maps, timelines, diagrams and cartoons to enhance studies in civics, history, economics and geography (DOK 2; SS7 1.8, 2.1)
· 





· 
PREVIEW:
In this lesson, students critically examine the perspectives of slaves and slave owners. Students begin by reading fiction and nonfiction texts about slavery. Through discussion and a K-W-L chart, students monitor their learning. Next, students analyze the K-W-L information and create a T-chart to compare the two perspectives using this question as a springboard: "Why would each group have a different perspective, and is it justified to say that one perspective was right or wrong considering the historical context?" Finally, students choose one of three writing projects to synthesize their learning and demonstrate comprehension of the critical perspectives surrounding slavery.

When visiting the recommended website in this lesson, students learn about the Underground Railroad and "walk in the shoes" of an escaping slave. Using the picture book Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt, students create a problems/solutions/events chart to help them understand the relationships between Clara's problems and how she solves them. Similar to Clara's map that shows the path north to freedom, students create their own map, designing a key, a compass, and landmarks surrounding their home and school.
SOURCES:
http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?grade=12&sort_order=alpha&q=SWEET+CLARA+AND+THE+FREEDOM+QUILT&old_q=&srchwhere=full-site&srchgo.x=17&srchgo.y=7 
